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val; the second was the festival of the New
Year's day. He also mentions others, and enables
us to see the magnificence with which these
feasts were kept.* Among other events of the
festivals he describes the athletic games which
were witnessed by immense crowds-of people.
The wrestling matches, to judge from his ac-
count, seem to have resembled boxing rather
than wrestling contests. There were, too, endless
processions, dancing, fireworks, and sacrificial
rites of all kinds. By way of appendix to his
account of the feasts Paes describes the almost
incredible revenues of the king, his immense
army, amounting to a million troops, and the
holocaust of victims offered on important days
at the shrine of the idols. From Nuniz, as well
as from Paes, we gather that human sacrifices
were occasionally consummated on the inaugur-
ation of solemn or momentous undertakings,
such as that of a great irrigation worLt

Nuniz gives us an interesting sidelight on the
condition of the ryots of Southern India." All the
land," he says, " belongs to the king, and from
his hand the captains hold it. They make it
over to the husbandmen who pay nine-tenths
to their lord; and they have no land of their
own, for the kingdom belongs entirely to the
iking, "t This statement is strong confirmation

* See p.p. 262-275 in Paes* narrative in A Forg&tUn Empire*

t A Forgotten Empire^ pp. 245, 365.

I Nuniz's narrative in A Forgotten Emfire^ p. 379.
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